
North Hennepin Community College

ENGL 2570: Introduction to Literary Studies: Reading Plays
A. COURSE DESCRIPTION

Credits: 3

Lecture Hours/Week: 0

Lab Hours/Week: 0

OJT Hours/Week: *.*

Prerequisites:
This course requires any of these five prerequisites
     Reading College Level
     Reading at College Level
     Placement into EAP 1230
     EAP 0930 - Academic Reading and Study Skills (Minimum grade: 1.67 GPA Equivalent)
     EAP 1230 - College Reading and Studying Skills

Corequisites: None

MnTC Goals: Goal 06 - Humanities/Fine Arts, Goal 07 - Human Diversity

This course is a survey of drama as literature; plays will be read as literary texts, not as the grounds for
specific performances or performance practices.  Through their engagements with the dramatic literature
in this course, students will be introduced to a diversity of dramatic styles and themes.  Attention will also
be devoted to the social and cultural contexts in which the plays were written and in which they are read.
Course materials may be organized either historically or topically.

B. COURSE EFFECTIVE DATES:  05/16/2019 - Present

C. OUTLINE OF MAJOR CONTENT AREAS
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D. LEARNING OUTCOMES (General)

1. Course readings will introduce students to a diverse range of dramaturgical approaches to writing
plays that come from various cultural backgrounds. Students will also be encouraged to see how this
diversity allows the literary form of drama to address the complexity of the human condition. (MnTC
G 6, comp. a, ELO 1 & ELO 4)

2. Perform close analysis of literature at an introductory level and communicate the reasons underlying
their evaluations of the plays they are reading, facilitating a habit of reading plays (and other kinds of
writing) critically. (MnTC G6, comp. c, ELO 2)

3. Recognize how dramatic literature is informed by, while also shaping, the historical and social
contexts in which it is situated. (MnTC G2, comps. a, c, b, d; MnTC G6, comp. b, ELO 1 & ELO 4)

4. Reflect upon how the meanings of the identities represented in the plays appear to have changed,
how they have remained the same, and what that might tell us about U.S. history and culture. (MnTC
G2, comps. a, c, b, d; MnTC G7, comp. a, ELO 1 & ELO 4)

5. Reflect upon how the conflicts in the plays help them understand similar struggles in contemporary
society. (MnTC G2, comps. a, c, b, d; MnTC G7, comp. b, ELO 1 & ELO 4)

6. Discuss the ways in which the dialogic nature of dramatic literature represents the diverse voices that
go into making American society and culture. (MnTC G2, comps. a, c, b, d; MnTC G7, comp. d,
ELO 1 & ELO 4)

7. Apply insights from writing, reading, and discussion assignments in gaining a deeper understanding
of their reactions to dramatic literature, helping students not only to sharpen their abilities to
articulate those responses and but also to reflect upon them. (MnTC G6, comp. e, ELO 1)

8. Compare their personal experiences and knowledge with those of the characters in the plays read to
help illuminate issues of diversity in their own lives (MnTC G2, G7, ELO 4)

9. Demonstrate knowledge of major critical frameworks at an introductory level. (MnTC G6 a, ELO 2)
10. Employ major critical frameworks to analyze literature at an introductory level. (MnTC G6 c and e,

ELO 2)
11. Incorporate and document secondary sources at an introductory level. (MnTC G6 c, ELO 2)

E. Minnesota Transfer Curriculum Goal Area(s) and Competencies

Goal 06 - Humanities/Fine Arts

1. Demonstrate awareness of the scope and variety of works in the arts and humanities.
2. Understand those works as expressions of individual and human values within an historical and

social context.
3. Respond critically to works in the arts and humanities.
4. Articulate an informed personal reaction to works in the arts and humanities.

Goal 07 - Human Diversity

1. Understand the development of and the changing meanings of group identities in the United States'
history and culture.

2. Demonstrate an awareness of the individual and institutional dynamics of unequal power relations
between groups in contemporary society.

3. Analyze their own attitudes, behaviors, concepts and beliefs regarding diversity, racism, and bigotry.
4. Describe and discuss the experience and contributions (political, social, economic, etc.) of the many

groups that shape American society and culture, in particular those groups that have suffered
discrimination and exclusion.

F. LEARNER OUTCOMES ASSESSMENT

As noted on course syllabus
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G. SPECIAL INFORMATION

None noted
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